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SUBJECT: CODEL WILLIAMS/STEVENS: DEFENSE MINISTER 
RAM ON US MILITARY SUPPLY POLICY 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH CODEL WILLIAMS/STEVENS, JANUARY 5, 

DEFENSE MINISTER JAGJIVAN RAM AGAIN TOUCHED ON QUESTION OF 
US MILITARY SUPPLIES TO INDIA. ISSUE AROSE WHEN RAM NOTED 
THAT ALONG WITH THE SOVIET UNION WESTERN EUROPE HAS BEEN 
TRADITIONAL ARMS SUPPLIER, AND WAS ASKED BY SENATOR WHY INDIA 
DID NOT GET ANY ARMS FROM US. RAM RECALLED THAT THE US HAD 
CUT OFF MILITARY SUPPLIES IN 1965 AT A CRITICAL TIME, THE 
INDO-PAK WAR. INDIA HAD PLACED NO ORDERS SINCE. HOW COULD 

IT APPROACH THE US, HE SAID, KNOWING WHAT THE US POLICY WAS. 

USG RULES STATED THAT AMERICAN MANUFACTURERS MUST BE ISSUED 
EXPORT LICENSES; THESE WERE NOT ISSUED IN THE CASE OF INDIA. 

WHEN SENATOR CANNON OBSERVED THAT US HAD ALSO CUT OFF ARMS 
SUPPLIES TO PAKISTAN, RAM REPORTED THAT US HAD SENT THE PARS 
THE SEVENTH FLEET. SENATOR HOLLINGS NOTED THAT CONGRESS 
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AGREED ESSENTIALLY WITH PRESIDENT ON ARMS SUPPLY POLICY (WHICH 
AMBASSADOR GOHEEN HAD USED OCCASION TO EXPLAIN), BUT OBSERVED 
THAT IF BASIC ARMS WERE TO BE SHIPPED TO ANYONE, THEY SHOULD 
BE SENT TO DEMOCRATIC INDIA. 

2. DISCUSSION SURFACED BRIEFLY IN SENATOR S SUBSEQUENT PRESS 
CONFERENCE WHEN SENATOR HOLLINGS NOTED THAT RAM HAD SHOWN 
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INTEREST IN US ARMS. SENATOR STEVENS THEN INTERVENED TO ADD 
THAT RAM HAD DRAWN ATTENTION TO THE FAILURE OF US SUPPLIER TO 
FULFILL THEIR CONTRACTS AT THE TIME OF THE INDO-PAK CONFLICT. 

3. COMMENT: RAM’S REMARKS ARE GENERALLY SIMILAR TO THOSE HE 
MADE TO SENATOR SCOTT IN NOVEMBER (EMBASSY MEMCON NOVEMBER 8) 

IN WHICH HE COMPLAINED ABOUT ALLEGED US DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
INDIA IN ARMS SUPPLY POLICY. UNLIKE SCOTT, THE SENATOR HE 
MET ON THIS OCCASION DID NOT ASK HIM WHAT WEAPONRY THE GOI 
MIGHT SEEK FROM THE US IF THE "DISCRIMINATORY POLICY WERE 
CHANGED. (HE HAD TOLD SCOTT "AIRCRAFT, FIGHTERS, TANKS, AND 
MISSILES."). 
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